
During the 2014-2015 fiscal years, The Salvation Army provided COMPREHENSIVE 
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE to almost 1632 households - approximately 4,247 residents - 
in Genesee County. 

• 216 households received eviction prevention services 
• 1068 households received utility (energy) shut-off prevention assistance 
• 357 households received miscellaneous services (bus passes, water shut-off prevention 
assistance, referrals for vision services, etc.) 
• 81.4 percent or 1,330 families were requesting assistance for the first time 

In 2015, The Salvation Army’s CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM provided 569 
Genesee County families (1,904 individuals) with: 

•  640 holiday meal packages, enough to feed a family for five days 
•  2,109 items of clothing including pairs of hats, gloves, socks, undergarments
•  1,776 toys and stocking stuffers were distributed during the holidays 
The ANGEL TREE PROGRAM helped to collect 4,525 toys and stocking stuffers for the 
Christmas Toy Shop.

The COATS FOR KIDS PROGRAM provided 1,032 warm winter coats which were 
distributed to Genesee County children between November 2015 and January 2016. 

STUFF THE BUS WITH SCHOOL STUFF collected 363 book bags and 12,723 school 
supply items that were distributed to school aged children throughout Genesee County in the 
summer of 2015.

Reaching out in faith, compassion and care to others in need is the essence of The Salvation 
Army.

Whether it’s Salvation Army officers who have given their lives over to service, corps (church) 
members putting their faith into action, dedicated employees or an army of tireless volunteers, 
our work is rarely glamorous, sometimes heartbreaking, but absolutely essential. It is often 
completely life changing for all involved!

Volunteers – the army behind the Army

“Jesus bids us shine with a clear, pure light,
Like a little candle burning in the night;
In this world of darkness, we must shine,
You in your small corner, and I in mine.”
–Susan Warner, “Jesus Bids Us Shine”

The Salvation Army exists to 
shine.  A glimmer of hope, chasing 
away the shadows.  A warm glow, 
offering comfort and security. A 
beacon of optimism and faith, 
leading the way to recovery. 
When times are tough, when 
the ever-present darkness of this 
world seems overwhelming, that is 
when The Salvation Army shines 
brightest.

We shine because you shine...Our 
Volunteers

The Salvation Army, a Christian organization, has been 
providing spiritual ministry, emergency assistance for basic 
needs, and programs for children and families in Genesee 
County since July 26, 1893.  Since then, The Army has reached 
out to virtually every corner of the world, operating in 127 
countries and territories for 150 years.

William Booth, who founded The Salvation Army in London, 
England, in 1865, dedicated his life to preaching the Gospel 
and serving suffering humanity. 150 years ago The Salvation 
Army found through its work that the main issues facing people 
were a lack of ability to buy food and clothing; the fear of losing 
their homes; a lack of jobs and employment opportunities; and 
the health and the culture of a poor society.  These issues have 
remained the same throughout the same 150 years, and still 
today in Genesee County there are families who are in the process of losing their homes to 
evictions or foreclosures, residents who are struggling to keep food on the table, pay their 
utility or water bills.   Daily many of the most vulnerable in our community turn to The 
Salvation Army for help.  

For 122 years, The Salvation Army of Genesee County has continued William Booth’s work 
by assisting with the most basic spiritual and physical needs. Many of Genesee County’s 
residents have been helped by the Army since 1893 and tens of thousands more have helped 
the Army in its mission to share the love of God through service to others. Thank you for 
enabling us to do the most good. 

 “Faith and works should travel side by side, step answering to step, like the legs of men walking. 
First faith, and then works; and then faith again, and then works again--until they can scarcely 
distinguish which is the one and which is the other.”
- William Booth-

In 2015, Salvation Army volunteers were out in full force!  
Whenever there is an emergency, large or small, here in Genesee 
County, The Salvation Army stands ready to help people who are 
facing terrible difficulties. In a disaster such as fire, flood, snow/
ice storms, major road traffic accident, or a search and rescue, our 
trained Emergency Response Team goes into action to provide 
practical and emotional support to emergency services personnel and to members of the 
public whose lives have been turned upside down. 

On July 4, 2015, around 6 p.m., a 9-year-old boy, was discovered missing from a gathering 
at the Lake Callis Recreation Complex in Davison Township, Michigan. Park staff and 
local police, federal law enforcement, community volunteers, and people/groups from across 
the state including search and rescue teams, canine tracking teams, mounted teams, the 
Michigan Department of Corrections, the United States Military, the Michigan Volunteer 

Defense Force, amateur radio operators, 
SATERN (Salvation Army Team 
Emergency Radio Network) and The 
Salvation Army Emergency Disaster 
Service Team, were called into action. 
The Salvation Army of Genesee County 
along with Salvation Army teams from 
Port Huron and Southfield were there, 
in which round-the-clock support was 
offered. 

The Salvation Army of Genesee County manages 1 emergency vehicle, which was called out 
to 28 incidents over the 2015 year.

Annual Report

THE SALVATION ARMY, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the 
universal Christian church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by 
THE LOVE OF GOD. Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet 

human needs in His name without discrimination.

The Salvation Army 
of Genesee County

2015Emergency Disaster Services:  
Our Canteen Truck to the Rescue

Caring Ministry………….Sheilds for the Future

  Volunteers..... the Army Behind the Army 

Mission Statement

Service to our Community…
Making Our MARK

The Salvation Army, Genesee County has been awarded the 
Salvation Army’s 2015” Pathway of Hope” Achievement 
Award.  The award is for Excellence in the provision of 
services to families in Genesee County. 

The Salvation Army in an effort to move families from a life 
of dependency to one of independence initiated an approach 
to long term case work called Pathway of Hope.  Pathway of 
Hope utilizes a strengths based perspective to help families 
move towards sufficiency, It is, in a sense, returning to our 
roots as The Salvation Army by addressing the whole spectrum of a family’s needs by 
efficiently using existing community resources.  This approach intentionally targets 
families with children with the goal of positively influencing the lives of parents to 
create better living conditions for the children and a brighter future. At the heart of 
The Pathway of Hope is the desire to help break the cycle of generational poverty that 
has doomed so many people to a life of deprivation and hopelessness. Our interest 
is in not only helping a family deal with an acute crisis, but to work with families to 
find hope and resources to break the generational cycle of poverty.  We look at pos-
sibilities rather than just dwelling on problems and we work to identify and develop 
strengths to help each family reach their goals and dreams.  That team is comprised 
of the client, the caseworker, other Salvation Army’s programs, and a multitude of 
community resources

 Pathway of Hope is a Shield to Self-Sufficiency 



ARC

Financial
Advisory

The Salvation Army 2014-2015 Advisory Board continues to be 
a shield for the future and Doing the Most Good in Genesee and 
Shiawassee Counties.  Captain Caleb B. Senn, Genesee/Shiawassee 
County Coordinator, joined us in June 2015 and was quickly 
embraced by the communities we serve.  Few organizations are more 
dependent and reliant than The Salvation Army on their Advisory 
Board to maintain direction and consistency of programs.   Our board 
members give generously and unselfishly of their time, expertise, 

resources, and are deeply committed and vital in guiding the success of The Salvation 
Army.   I am proud to introduce our Advisory Board members who include:  Chairman 
Christopher Estes, Vice Chairman Scott Ward, Members Allan Davis, Steve Flayer, Donna 
Dodds Hamm, Chris Heidebreicht-Benson, Ed Hildebrandt, Sally Shaheen Joseph, Kevin 
Keane, Gwen Kelley, Keith Kirby, Don Lada, John Lambert, Nina Lewis, Bev McKenna, 
Eugene Miller, David Shepard, Edith Prunty Spencer, Helene Streich, George Tracy, and Art 
Wenzlaff. 

“Serving as Chairman of The Salvation Army is truly an honor and humbling experience.  I 
am blessed and thankful to be part of an organization that started in 1865 and continues 
today to work where the need is greatest, guided by faith in God and love for all people”.

God Bless,
Christopher Estes 
Chairman

Leadership
For over 122 years, The Salvation Army has been actively at work in the 
lives of men, women, and children in Genesee County.  While this fact 
brings both a sense of stability and inspiration, we do not make it our 
goal to focus on what is behind us.  Much like the Apostle Paul shares 
in Philippians 3:14, “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 
which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  We are pressing 
on into the future as the Army of God!

This has been a year of transition for The Salvation Army in our 
region.  We have experienced leadership changes, expanded our focus and service area, and 
have continued to be a beacon of hope and light for our community.  We have only been able 
to press on through the remarkable giving of time, talents, and treasures from those who 
support us.  We say a heartfelt ‘thank you’ to those who come alongside us as we do the most 
good in this region.

We are inspired by the past, encouraged by ministry 
opportunities in the present, and anticipating a bright and 
meaningful tomorrow for our community.
Blessings!

Captain Caleb B. Senn
Regional Coordinator

At the heart of The Salvation Army ministry offering Faith filled worship services are two 
Corps Community Centers. The Flint Citadel Corps location is 211 W. Kearsley Street in 
downtown Flint. Our Social Services program, which centers on helping residents with utility, 
water shut off notices and rent eviction, is located here.  Flint Beecher Corps location is 
1475 W. Coldwater Road on Flint’s north end.  Our Food Reclamation Program that services 
200+ families per week with supplemental food items and diapers is a focus for helping 
residents to stay healthy by providing nutritious food and snack options for area families. 
These centers offer a variety of programs and services centered on the wellness of the family.

Mid-Michigan Family Thrift Stores 
The Salvation Army Adult Rehabilitation 
Center Flint, MI

The Salvation Army’s ADULT 
REHABILITATION CENTER (ARC) 
provides spiritual, social and emotional 
assistance for men who have lost the ability 
to cope with their problems and provide for 
themselves. The center offers residential housing, work, and group & individual therapy, 
all in a Christian environment. The physical and spiritual care that program participants 

receive prepares them to re-enter society, reunite with 
their families, return to gainful employment, and resume 
productive lives. 

The ARC of Genesee County accommodates 121 
participants and is open to men 18 and older.   The Mid-
Michigan Family Stores in Genesee, Saginaw, Midland, Bay, 
Ingham and Shiawassee counties provide revenue to fund 
ARC operations, as it receives no government funding. 

Genesee County Financials

MinisteryThe Leadership

Advisory Board 
Doing the Most Good

CORPS Community Centers 
& Ministries

Adult Rehabilitation Center…

Revenue: $3,998,498 Total Expense: $3,998,272 

Public: $2,552,452 
Miscellaneous: $352,044 
United Way: $68,277 
Grants/Contracts: $1,025,725 

Emergency Assistance: $1,551,202 
Management and General: $369,437 
Fund Raising: 347,372 
Corps Community Center: $1,730,261 
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In fiscal year 2014-2015: 

• Weekly WORSHIP AND WITNESS 
SERVICES were attended by 18,333 
(duplicated) individuals.   

• 241 CHARACTER BUILDING 
SESSIONS AND MUSIC 
PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH 
were attended by almost 
2,349(duplicated) individuals.

• 329 ADULT PROGRAMS AND ADULT MUSIC PROGRAMS that included 
music instruction, performance groups and participation in community events and 
concerts with brass bands and the Songsters.  These were attended by more than 6,085 
(duplicated) individuals. 

• An average of 40 children attended 39 days 
of SUMMER DAY CAMP.  Our Summer 
Day Camp program provides a safe, adult 
supervised environment of fun and learning 
activities for children entering 1st Grade 
– 6th Grade.  Programs include field trips, 
Mission Literacy lessons, singing, arts and 
crafts, physical education, and nutritious 
lunches at noon.  

In addition . . . 

•  566 MEALS were provided through Flint 
Citadel Corps’  “Picnics in the Park” program 
that provides a nutritious noon meal for 
children at Memorial Park in downtown Flint 
along with fun activities and literacy programs.  
In 2015, 53 days of summer fun and learning 
activities provided 691 (duplicated) children 
a safe place to play and participate in team 
character building activities.

• 10,307 FOOD ORDERS were 
distributed through Beecher Corps’ 
year-round reclamation program.

• 1,873 MEALS were provided through 
Beecher Corps’ KIDS CAFÉ .  This 
program provides a safe environment 
for local children after school to 
be enriched by participating in 
recreation activities, character 
building and programs centering on 
the youth. • The Annual THANKSGIVING 

EVE COMMUNITY DINNER 
provided a traditional holiday 
meal of Turkey and all of the 
most favorite side dishes to over 
400 individuals.  Deserts were 
wonderful and all were served 
by our faithful volunteers and 
Advisory Board Members. 
Residents were entertained with 
music and holiday songs. 

39% 

9%
9%

43%64% 26% 

2%

9%

16,358 (duplicated) participants attended 
930 classes for rehabilitation
87,094 meals were served to staff and 
beneficiaries, and 12,610 additional 
services were provided
284 men received 27,048 days of care 

87 men completed the six month 
rehabilitation program

600,186 customers benefited from The 
Salvation Army Family Stores in our 
service area

In Him,

Captain Robert L. Buttrey III, BS, MBA
Administrator


